Emergency Management Program
Grading Rubric for Writing Assignments
The following standardized grading rubric will be used to evaluate all writing assignments, essays, and papers in emergency management courses. Faculty evaluations of student writing will consider a minimum of four areas: Structure and Organization, Content, Style, and Mechanics. Faculty may also choose to add additional considerations within each area and/or add another area of evaluation to adapt the grading rubric to specific or unique writing assignments. Prior to giving a writing assignment, faculty will inform students of the point values within each evaluation area. 
	Structure and Organization
	Insert Letter or

Point Value
	Insert Letter or

Point Value
	Insert Letter or

Point Value
	Insert Letter or

Point Value
	Insert Letter or

Point Value

	Opening
	Introduction is engaging and a thesis statement clearly tells the reader where the writing assignment is going to take them.
	Introduction is informative and thesis statement is focused.
	Introduction may be weak. Thesis is evident, but may need sharper focus.
	Introduction is weak. Thesis is weak.
	No introduction evident. No thesis statement.

	Main Body
	Paragraph sequence is logical; transitions clarify relationships of ideas. Paragraphs are unified and coherent.
	Sequence of paragraphs is logical; transitions are generally smooth.

Paragraphs are unified and coherent.
	Organization is apparent but not consistent. Transitions are lacking.

Paragraphs lack coherence and are often short.
	Organization is haphazard; paragraphs breaks are illogical. Short undeveloped and/or repetitive paragraphs.
	No organization evident.

	Conclusion
	Conclusion reinforces where the writing assignment has attempted to take the reader.
	Conclusion is well written and goes beyond summary.
	Conclusion merely summarizes what was written in the writing assignment.
	Conclusion is weak.
	No conclusion evident.

	Content
	Insert Letter or

Point Value
	Insert Letter or

Point Value
	Insert Letter or

Point Value
	Insert Letter or

Point Value
	Insert Letter or

Point Value

	Analysis and Originality
	Excellent analysis of topic is evident. Writing assignment demonstrates student’s clear grasp and ownership of material. Response to topic is original and demonstrates insight into topic.
	Analysis is good. Student establishes clear familiarity with material.

Response to topic demonstrates careful thought on the topic.
	Analysis of topic is superficial.

Student establishes they are adequately familiar with material.

Response to topic is appropriate but needs more sustained thinking.
	Topic is addressed inadequately.

Writing does not clearly demonstrate the student’s thought on or knowledge of the topic.
	Inappropriate topic. Little thought evident.

	Evidence
	Ideas are well developed with significant and persuasive evidence.

Use of supporting evidence is both apropos to the points being made and thorough.

Writer consistently and accurately references or cites supporting information.
	Ideas are well developed with effective evidence and support.

Use of supporting evidence is effective.

Writer references or cites supporting information well.


	Some ideas are underdeveloped; some key points may lack support.

Adequate attempt is made to support major points and cite sources.
	Ideas lack development, are overly generalized, and/or ramble.

Very little if any evidence or support from course materials is used or cited.
	No development of ideas.

No evidence or support from course materials is used or cited.

	Style
	Insert Letter or

Point Value
	Insert Letter or

Point Value
	Insert Letter or

Point Value
	Insert Letter or

Point Value
	Insert Letter or

Point Value

	Sentence Structure
	Sentences are skillfully constructed, varied, and distinctive.
	Sentences are generally concise and varied.
	Sentences are appropriate but may show little complexity or variety and some awkwardness.
	Awkward sentences and/or obscure train of thought.
	Sentences lack structure, coherence, and cogence.

	Diction
	Diction is fresh and precise. Perfect use of the English language.
	Diction is fluent. Accurate use of the English language.
	Diction is generally clear and idiomatic. Occasional vague wording or misuse of the English language.
	Diction is often vague, repetitive, incorrect, and unidiomatic.
	Diction is vague, repetitive, incorrect, and/or unidiomatic throughout.

	Mechanics
	Insert Letter or

Point Value
	Insert Letter or

Point Value
	Insert Letter or

Point Value
	Insert Letter or

Point Value
	Insert Letter or

Point Value

	Grammar
	Perfect grammar.
	Few deviations from standard grammar.
	Occasional fragments or other errors.
	Repeated fragments or other errors.
	Serious grammatical errors throughout.

	Spelling 
	Perfect spelling.
	Few spelling errors. 
	Occasional misspellings. 
	Repeated misspellings.
	Serious and repeated errors in spelling.

	Punctuation
	Perfect punctuation.
	Few punctuation errors.
	Occasional punctuation errors such as comma splices.
	Repeated punctuation errors such as comma splices.
	Serious and repeated errors in punctuation.


