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WELCOME TO NORTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY,  
an institution recognized as a leading student-focused, land-grant, national research 
university. You will find a unity of purpose on this campus that few other organizations enjoy.

NDSU is a very special place. We are a Top 100 research university, offering an exceptional 
educational experience to a purposefully sized student body of degree seeking students 
with appropriate academic credentials for success. There are few, if any, other land-grant 
universities that conduct research at our quality and quantity, but remain student focused.

The Carnegie Commission on Higher Education has named NDSU to the elite “Research 
University/Very High Research” category, which represents the 108 most successful 
private and public universities in the United States. NDSU is the first and only institution 
in North Dakota to receive the prestigious categorization. For the most current fiscal year, 
our annual research expenditures totaled $126 million.

Aside from basic research, our highly successful Research and Technology Park continues 
to expand in size and productivity as we apply our research to the creation of new 
technologies, businesses and jobs.

We have a national and international presence, and students come to us seeking a quality 
education at an affordable price. In fall 2011, NDSU had 14,399 students enrolled in its 
undergraduate, professional and graduate programs. Our international student enrollment 
stands at 1,282. We have 2,146 graduate students.

NDSU has more than 100 buildings on campus and takes pride in the quality of its 
facilities. The university has a major presence in Fargo’s historic and vibrant downtown 
area – architecture and landscape architecture programs are housed in both Renaissance 
Hall and Klai Hall: Renaissance Hall also is home to the visual arts department; and 
Richard H. Barry Hall holds the College of Business and Department of Agribusiness  
and Applied Economics.

The North Dakota Agricultural Experiment Station and NDSU Extension Service are 
integral parts of the university, and the university remains deeply committed to its  
land-grant traditions. NDSU participates in the Tri-College University consortium  
with neighboring Minnesota State University Moorhead and Concordia College.

NDSU has a strong national reputation for excellence in education, research and service. 
It clearly has a positive and lasting impact on the lives of students and the vitality of our 
community, state, region and nation. Thank you for joining our university family and 
making NDSU even stronger.

Sincerely,
President Dean L. Bresciani
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BENJAMIN B AL A S
Assistant Professor in the Department of Psychology
Balas earned his Ph.D. in brain and cognitive sciences from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology in 2007. He then completed a postdoc at the Cognitive 
Neuroscience at Children’s Hospital laboratories in Boston. His research focuses on 
the neural mechanisms underlying object (including face) recognition. He uses a 
variety of techniques including brain wave research to see how individuals learn to 
recognize complex natural objects. 

K AR I BOLGR E AN
Veterinary Technology Instructor in the Department of Animal Sciences
Bolgrean earned her B.S. in 2007 from North Dakota State University.

AMI TAVA CHAT T ER JEE
Assistant Professor in the Department of Soil Science
Chatterjee earned his B.Sc. in 2000 from Visva Bharati and his M.Sc. in 2002 
from Konkan Agricultural University, both in India, and Ph.D. in 2007 from the 
University of Wyoming. He was the co-principal investigator on the Kearney 
Foundation Grant from January 2009 to December 2010.

ER IN CONW ELL
Assistant Professor in the Department of Psychology
Conwell earned her S.B. in 2003 from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
and Ph.D. in 2009 from Brown University.

JOSEF DORFMEI ST ER
Assistant Professor in the Department of Mathematics
Dorfmeister earned his University Diploma in 2002 from Technical University 
Munich and his Ph.D. in 2009 from the University of Minnesota.

PAMEL A EMANUEL SON
Assistant Professor of Sociology in the Department of Sociology  
and Anthropology
Emanuelson earned two B.S. degrees in 2001 from Converse College. She earned 
her M.A. in 2004 and Ph.D. in 2008 from the University of South Carolina. She  
is the recipient of the Best Mathematical Sociology Dissertation Award and  
is an editor of The Mathematical Sociologist.

LINDSAY ER ICKSON
Visiting Professor in the Department of Mathematics
Erickson earned her B.A. in 2006 and Ph.D. in 2011, both from North Dakota  
State University. She has been published in a peer-reviewed journal and has  
studied at Alfréd Rényi Institute in Budapest, Hungary.

JENNY M. E SKEW
Assistant Professor in the Department of Health, Nutrition,  
and Exercise Sciences
Eskew earned a B.S. in 2000 from the University of Massachusetts-Amherst,  
B.S. in 2004 from Westfield State College, M.S. in 2008 from Bridgewater State 
College and Ph.D. in 2011 from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
She is the recipient of the 2011 Benjamin H. Massey Memorial Award and the 
IAHPERD 2010 Student-Mentor Award.

JANE T (SCHATZ) FLEMING
Lecturer in the Department of Computer Science
Fleming earned her B.B.A. in 1982 and M.B.A. in 1984 from the University  
of Louisiana – Monroe. She served as the interim chair for the Department  
of Business at Presentation College in Aberdeen, S.D., in 2005-2006.

AN T HONY T.  FLOOD
Assistant Professor of Philosophy in the Department of History, Philosophy, 
and Religious Studies
Flood earned his B.A. in 1997 and M.A. in 1999 from the Franciscan University of 
Steubenville and Ph.D. in 2003 from the University of Oklahoma. He has published 
several articles concerning the ethics and epistemology of Thomas Aquinas and 
issues in contemporary analytic discussions on ethics and epistemology.

BENJAMIN GE AUMON T
Research Assistant Professor and Wildlife and Rangeland Scientist  
for the Hettinger Research Extension Center
Geaumont earned his B.A. in 2001 from Keene State College and his M.S. in 2006 
and Ph.D. in 2009 from North Dakota State University. He was a postdoctoral 
research fellow from 2009-2011.

NICOLE GERMAN
Assistant Professor in the Department of Health, Nutrition,  
and Exercise Sciences
German earned her B.S. in 1996, M.S. in 2003 and Ph.D. in 2008 all from  
North Dakota State University.



FARHAD GHAVAMI
Research Assistant Professor in the Department of Plant Sciences
Ghavami earned his B.Sc. in 1995 from the University of Tehran in Iran, M.Sc.  
in 1998 from Isfahan University of Technology in Iran and Ph.D. in 2004 from  
the University of Tehran. He has held positions as a plant scientist in Iran,  
Canada and Fargo.

BEI GOU
Associate Professor in the Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering
Gou earned a B.E. in 1990 from North China University of Electric Power,  
M.S. in 1993 from Shanghai Jiaotong University and Ph.D. in 2000 from  
Texas A&M University.

JOOYEON HA
Assistant Professor in the Department of Apparel, Design,  
and Hospitality Management
Ha earned her B.S. in 2004 from Ewha Woman’s University and her M.S. in 2008 
and Ph.D. in 2011 from Purdue University.

ELIZABE T H HILLIAR D
Assistant Professor of Practice in the Department of Health, Nutrition,  
and Exercise Science 
Hilliard earned her B.S. in 1997 from Indiana University in Bloomington and  
M.S. in 2009 from East Carolina University. She is the recipient of the Outstanding 
Student Award Fall 2009 from East Carolina University College of Human Ecology 
and the 2006-2007 Nancy Greene Scholarship from North Carolina Association  
of Local Nutrition Directors. Hilliard has been a guest speaker for Foothills  
District Dietetic Association and Foothills Dental Hygienists Association.

MUHAMMED JAVED IQB AL
Research Assistant Professor in the Department of Plant Sciences
Iqbal earned his B.Sc. in 1985 and M.Sc. in 1988 from the University of the Punjab 
in Lahore, Pakistan, and his Ph.D. in 1995 from University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. Iqbal has mapped genes for resistance to sudden death syndrome  
of soybean and integrated these genes in a physical map of soybean genome. 
He has developed genomic resources for host (soybean) and pathogen (fungus). 
Iqbal also has developed and characterized recombinant inbred line populations 
of soybean and released for application in commercial breeding programs. He has 
developed DNA markers for the identification of rye introgressions in wheat and 
DAN fingerprinting of ornamental plants and tree species.

YAGNA PR JAR A JAPU
Assistant Professor in the Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences  
He earned his B. Pharm. in 1991 and M. Pharm in 1993 from Andhra University 
in Visakhapatnam, India, M.Sc. in 1998 from University of Strathclyde in Glasgow, 
Scotland, and Ph.D. in 2002 from Glasgow Caledonian University in Scotland. 
He has published 26 peer-reviewed original research articles and 50 abstracts in 
high-standing journals. He has contributed to two book chapters and is an ad-hoc 
reviewer for six leading journals in the area of cardiovascular research. Jarajapu  
is a member of the American Heart Association and the American Society  
of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics.

JE SSIC A JEN SEN
Assistant Professor in the Department of Emergency Management
Jensen earned her B.A. in 2004 from California State University Northridge. She 
earned her M.S. in 2007 and Ph.D. in 2010 from North Dakota State University.

EUNICE K APPLINGER
Associate Professor of Practice in the Department of Apparel, Design,  
and Hospitality Management 
Kapplinger earned her B.A in 1977 from Augustana College in Sioux Falls and her 
M.S. in 1988 from Minnesota State University Mankato. She is a member of the 
National Council for Interior Design Qualification, a site visitor for the Council  
for Interior Design Accreditation and recipient of the 2007 Project Design Award 
from the Minnesota Chapter of ASID.

GINA AALG AAR D KELLY
Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology
Kelly earned her B.S. in 1999 and M.S. in 2000 from North Dakota State University 
and her Ph.D. in 2007 from University of Minnesota. She has been involved with 
numerous fellowships, presentations and publications and has previous teaching 
experience at University of Minnesota – Twin Cities, Valley City State University 
and Minnesota State University Moorhead.

JAME S S .  KORCUSK A
Associate Professor in the School of Education
Korcuska earned his B.S. in 1977 from Kent State University, M.A. in 1989 from 
Walsh University and Ph.D. in 2000 from Kent State University. He has published 
11 articles in peer-reviewed journals and two academic book chapters, and was the 
co-principal on $77,500 in contracts and grants during 2010. He is an editorial 
board member of Counselor Education and Supervision, a Mid-West Region 
Delegate to American Counseling Association’s 20/20 A Vision for the Future  
of Counseling Project, president of the South Dakota Counseling Association, 
and an Outstanding Alumni conferred by the faculty of the Counseling and 
Human Development Services Program at Kent State University in 2009. In 2008, 
Korcuska received the South Dakota Counseling Association E. Gordon Poling 
Administrator Award and the American Counseling Association Midwest Region 
Emerging Leadership Grant.



JAR ED LEBOLDUS
Assistant Professor in the Department of Plant Pathology
LeBoldus earned his B.Sc.F. in 2003 from the University of British Columbia  
and his M.Sc. in 2006 and Ph.D. in 2010 from University of Alberta. He is  
a member at large in the Poplar Council of Canada.

G. F.  M AR AI S
Assistant Professor in the Department of Plant Sciences
Marais earned his B.Sc. in 1972, B.Sc. in 1974 and M.Sc. in 1976 from Stellenbosch 
University in South Africa. He earned a Ph.D. in 1979 from North Dakota 
State University and a Ph.D. in 1992 from Stellenbosch University. Among his 
professional accomplishments, Marais has 68 peer-reviewed scientific journal 
publications, supervised more than 20 master’s and Ph.D. degrees; received the 
Best Publication in SAJ Plant & Soil in 1996; and the Rector’s Award for Research 
Excellence from the University of Stellenbosch in 2008. He also has numerous 
plant breeder’s rights and was on the roll of honor of the Southern African Plant 
Breeder’s Association in 2000.

BECK Y MCDANIEL
Assistant Professor in the Department of Nursing 
McDaniel earned her B.S.N. in 1996 from North Dakota State University  
and M.S.N. in 2001 from the University of Mary.

MD MUKHLE SUR R AHM AN
Research Assistant Professor in the Department of Plant Sciences
Rahman earned his B.Sc.Ag. in 1991 and M.Sc. in 1995 from Bangladesh 
Agricultural University, M.S. in 2003 from Tokyo University of Agriculture  
and Technology in Japan, and Ph.D. in 2007 from the University of Manitoba.

JE SSIE ROCK
Lecturer of Geology in the Department of Geosciences
Rock earned her B.S. in geosciences from Minnesota State University Moorhead 
in 2006 and M.S. in environmental and conservation sciences from North Dakota 
State University in 2009. She is responsible for coordinating the introductory labs. 

K AT HRYN L AFR ENZ SAMUEL S
Assistant Professor of Anthropology in the Department of Sociology  
and Anthropology
Samuels earned her A.B. in 2001 from Bryn Mawr College, M.A. in 2004 from  
the University of South Florida and Ph.D. in 2010 from Stanford University.  
She was a postdoctoral research fellow in the humanities at Stanford University 
from 2010-2011 and received a Mellon/ACLS Dissertation Completion Fellowship 
in 2009-2010.

KEN T SANDST ROM
Dean for the College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences
Sandstrom earned his B.A. in 1977 from the University of Minnesota, Duluth; 
M.A. in 1988 and Ph.D. in 1994 from the University of Minnesota. He earned 
the J. F. Lubker Faculty Research Award in 2011 from the University of Northern 
Iowa, President’s Special Award in 2006 from the Midwest Sociology Society, Ross 
A. Nielsen Professional Service Award in 2005 from the University of North Iowa, 
Regents Award for Faculty Excellence in 2000 from the Iowa Board of Regents, 
Human Rights Leadership Award in 2005 from the University of Northern  
Iowa, Outstanding Teaching Award in 1999 from the University of Iowa and  
the Herbert Blumer Award for Distinguished Scholarship in 1989 from the Society 
for the Study of Symbolic Interaction. Sandstrom is editor for the Journal  
of Contemporary Ethnography and was an executive officer from 2001-05  
for the Midwest Sociological Society. He is the author of six books, including  
Inside Social Life and Symbols, Selves, and Social Reality.

GLOR IA STAFF OR D
Assistant Professor of Practice in the Department of Apparel, Design,  
and Hospitality Management
Stafford earned her B.A. in 1980 from the University of Minnesota and M.A.  
in 2011 from Savannah College of Art and Design. She is a certified interior 
designer in Minnesota.

KIR K M. STUEVE
Visiting Assistant Professor in the Department of Geosciences
Stueve earned his B.A. from Minnesota State University Moorhead, M.A. in 
2003 from the University of South Carolina and Ph.D. in 2009 from Texas A&M 
University. He is the first-author of six publications in international outlets, has 
received nearly $25,000 in grant awards, and was a postdoctoral scholar at the 
USDA Forest Service Northern Research Station and a Denali Research Fellow.

KENDALL SWAN SON
Assistant Professor in the Department of Animal Sciences
Swanson earned his B.S. in 1994 and M.S. in 1996 from North Dakota  
State University and his Ph.D. in 2000 from University of Kentucky.

DIL T HAVAR A JAH
Assistant Professor in the School of Food Systems
Thavarajah earned her B.Sc. in 1997 from University of Peradeniya in Sri Lanka 
and her M.Sc. in 2001 and Ph.D. in 2006 from the University of Saskatchewan. 
Thavarajah is a member of the American Chemical Society. She was an external 
undergraduate supervisor at the University of Peradeniya in Sri Lanka and is  
a user at the Canadian light source.



PUSHPAR A JAH T HAVAR A JAH
Visiting Scientist/Lecturer in the Department of Plant Sciences  
and the School of Food Systems 
Thavarajah earned his B.Sc. in 1993 and M.Sc. in 2001 from University  
of Peradeniya in Sri Lanka, and Ph.D. in 2004 and MBA in 2008 from  
University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon. He is a charted chemist.

L AUR A E .  T HOM A S
Assistant Professor in the Department of Psychology
Thomas earned her B.A. in 2002 from Washington University in St. Louis and 
Ph.D. in 2008 from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

TODD P.  W E ST
Associate Professor of Horticulture in the Department of Plant Sciences 
West earned his B.S. in 1996 from the University of Wisconsin – Platteville,  
and his M.S. in 2000 and Ph.D. in 2004 from Southern Illinois University. He 
has received the following awards: Gamma Sigma Delta, West Virginia University 
Chapter, Junior Faculty Award of Merit in 2008; WVU Division of Plant and Soil 
Sciences, Outstanding Teacher Award in 2008; and WVU College of Agriculture, 
Forestry, and Consumer Sciences, Outstanding Teacher Award in 2008. He has 
had 12 refereed journal articles; three refereed conference proceedings; two trade 
journal articles; two book chapters; and 14 refereed abstracts published. West 
holds professional memberships in the International Plant Propagator’s Society 
Eastern Region; International Association of Professional Landcare Network; 
Gamma Sigma Delta (National Honor Society of Agriculture and Forestry); 
American Society for Horticultural Science; and International Society of 
Arboriculture. West is an editorial board member of Propagation of Ornamental 
Plants, an International Journal; an advisory board member of KBM Scientific 
Publishing Ltd.; an editorial board member of KBM Journal of Biology;  
a committee member on the American Society for Horticultural Science 
Collegiate Activities Committee; and a PLANET Student Career Days 
Competition faculty adviser.

MIJIA YANG
Assistant Professor in the Department of Civil Engineering 
Yang earned his B.S. in 1993 from Anhui University of Science and Technology, 
Ph.D. in 1999 from China University of Mining and Technology, and  
a second Ph.D. in 2006 from the University of Akron. He is a member  
of both the American Society of Civil Engineers and American Society  
of Mechanical Engineers.

JILL ZUBER
Assistant Professor in the Department of Accounting, Finance,  
and Information Systems 
Zuber earned two B.A.s in 1996 from Point Loma Nazarene College, an M.S.  
in 2000 from San Diego State University and Ph.D. in 2007 from the University 
of Arkansas. She is a certified public accountant.



North Dakota State University does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, disability, gender  
expression/identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, public assistance status,  
race, religion, sex, sexual orientation or status as a U.S. veteran. Direct inquiries to the Vice President  
for Equity, Diversity and Global Outreach, 205 Old Main, (701) 231-7708.

This booklet is designed to introduce NDSU’s new faculty to 
the institution and community, and has been produced by  

the Office of the Provost/Vice President for Academic Affairs.


